
Legal Quotes 
 

“In the seventeen years I have presided as a Judge, I have never encountered such divisiveness or 

contentiousness. Nor have I ever had counsel report to me that they could no longer trust the 

representations of opposing counsel nor engage in efforts to resolve disputes amongst 

themselves. It is against this backdrop that the Court feels compelled to issue sanctions.”  

Judge Christopher A. Boyko, U.S. District Court, Northern District of Ohio, Eastern Division, 

September 20, 2012, DISH Network LLC v. Fun Dish, Inc. 

 

“…the papers before the court reveal what appears to be procedural gamesmanship that has 

backfired on EchoStar. Indeed, the tactics employed by EchoStar are precisely the type of "trial 

by ambush" that the Federal Rules are designed to avoid.” 

Judge Richard Lowe, New York County Supreme Court, November 3, 2010, Voom HD Holdings, 

LLC v. EchoStar Satellite, LLC 

 

“In conclusion, the court notes EchoStar's pattern of egregious conduct and questionable — and, 

at times, blatantly improper — litigation tactics. EchoStar's spoliation in this action, and the fact 

that it has been sanctioned for spoliation in previous actions, is precisely the type of offensive 

conduct that cannot be tolerated by the court. Similarly egregious is EchoStar's last-minute 

finagling with expert reports, believing that it can play fast and loose with the rules of procedure 

in order to enhance its litigation posture. EchoStar itself wrote in the PC Order that the parties 

would be bound by the Federal Rules with respect to exchanging expert reports and engaging in 

expert discovery. EchoStar now has the temerity to argue that it never agreed to adopt the 

Federal Rules at all, further demonstrating that, throughout this litigation, EchoStar has been 

hoist with its own petard.” 

Judge Richard Lowe, New York County Supreme Court, November 3, 2010, Voom HD Holdings, 

LLC v. EchoStar Satellite, LLC 

 

“…the Court finds it distasteful that EchoStar would engage in an ad-campaign that touted its 

DVRs as ‘Better Than TiVo’ while continuing to infringe TiVo's patent…” 

U.S. District Judge David Folsom, Eastern District of Texas, September 4, 2009, in TiVo vs. 

DISH Network Corporation 

 

“As if the magnitude of its ineligible subscriber base were insufficiently disconcerting, we have 

found no indication that EchoStar was ever interested in complying with the Act. Indeed, based 

on the district court’s findings, we seem to have discerned a ‘pattern’ and ‘practice’ of violating 

the Act in every way imaginable.” 

United States Eleventh Circuit Court of Appeals, Eleventh Circuit, May 23, 2006, in CBS 

Broadcasting v. EchoStar Communications Corp 

 

“…we find EchoStar's appeal of the confirmation of the award to be frivolous, see Braley v. 

Campbell, 832 F.2d 1504, 1510 (10th Cir.1987), and agree with Dominion that EchoStar has 

deprived Dominion of the primary benefit gained by submitting to arbitration…” 

U.S. Court of Appeals, 10th Circuit, Dec. 7, 2005, in Dominion Video Satellite Inc. vs. EchoStar 

Satellite LLC  
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“It is evident from the record and the course of litigation that the behavior of EchoStar's 

attorneys was both ‘unreasonable and vexatious.’ The District Court found that, given the narrow 

standard of review, the arguments presented on behalf of EchoStar were completely meritless 

and therefore the course of the proceedings was unwarranted.” 

U.S. Court of Appeals, 10th Circuit, Dec. 7, 2005, in Dominion Video Satellite Inc. vs. EchoStar 

Satellite LLC  

 

“The evidence of a regular policy at EchoStar of ‘deep-sixing’ nettlesome documents and 

records (and of management's efforts to avoid their creation in the first instance) is 

overwhelming. ... EchoStar clearly acted in bad faith.”  

U.S. District Judge Andre M. Davis, District of Maryland, Aug. 4, 2005, in Dino J. Broccoli vs. 

EchoStar Communications Corp 

 

“This ... doesn't even meet law-school student behavior.” EchoStar's attorneys “have presented 

the saddest day that I have seen in my many years in this court.” 

U.S. District Judge John L. Kane, District of Colorado, Jan. 18, 2005, in Dominion Video 

Satellite Inc. vs. EchoStar Satellite LLC  

 

“EchoStar's action rises to the level of conscious wrongdoing.” 

U.S. District Judge Marcia S. Krieger, District of Colorado, Feb. 4, 2004, in EchoStar Satellite 

Corp. vs. Brockbank Insurance Services Inc. et al.  

 

“It appears that ... (Charlie) Ergen and David Moskowitz, when confronted with the prospect of 

cutting off network programming to hundreds of thousands of subscribers, elected instead to 

break Mr. Ergen's promise to the court.” 

U.S. District Judge William P. Dimitrouleas, Southern District of Florida, June 10, 2003, in CBS 

Broadcasting Inc. et al. vs. EchoStar Communications Corp.  

 

“The evidence demonstrates that EchoStar's communication was misleading and coercive.” 

Supreme Court of Colorado, Jan. 22, 2002, in Air Communication & Satellite Inc. vs. EchoStar 

Satellite Corp.  

 

“Our overall conclusion is that the charges of misconduct made here by EchoStar are precisely 

the kind of litigation tactic condemned by ... Colorado's Rules of Professional Conduct.” 

American Arbitration Association panel, Denver, Oct. 29, 2001, in Bartlit Beck Herman 

Palenchar & Scott vs. EchoStar Communications Corp.  

 

“EchoStar failed in its duty of candor ... We admonish EchoStar for this abuse of process and 

caution EchoStar to take greater care.”  

Federal Communications Commission, Washington, Aug. 2, 2001, in EchoStar Satellite Corp. vs. 

Young Broadcasting Inc. 
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Misc Quotes 
"A worker has a right to report wrongdoing to their employer without fear of retaliation during 

their employment and after. Blacklisting is a particularly insidious form of retaliation that can 

follow workers and even cost them new jobs. It is not only an unacceptable practice, it's illegal."  

Robert Kulick, OSHA's regional administrator in New York, March 19, 2014 

 

“You can live in a bubble, and you’re probably not going to get a disease. But you can play in 

the mud and the dirt, and you’re probably not going to get a disease either, because you get 

immune to it. You pick your poison, and I think we choose to go play in the mud.” 

Charlie Ergen, University of Colorado speech, April 17, 2012 

 

“Cause of Action recently received information from an anonymous source regarding DISH 

executives reportedly being compelled to make political campaign contributions. The insider 

stated that Charles Ergen ‘forced’ Bernard Han, DISH’s Chief Operating Officer and Executive 

Vice President, ‘to donate to a Democratic candidate and/or party in 2009/2010’ and 

‘encouraged’ Han to attend Democratic functions and fundraisers. Ergen allegedly made similar 

statements to other C-level executives. The insider explained that Ergen insinuated to Han that 

‘you still have your job,’ but would suffer consequences if he failed to follow Ergen’s orders. 

Further, according to the insider, Ergen appeared unconcerned whether employees ‘wanted to 

donate or agreed with who/what they were donating to.’” 

Cause of Action, December 19, 2012, complaint to the Federal Election Commission 

 

“‘Quit’ was the recommendation to one Dish employee who sought management advice. ‘You’re 

part of a poisonous environment … go find a job where you can use your talents for good rather 

than evil.’” 

Bloomberg/Business Week, “Dish Network, the Meanest Company in America,” by Caleb 

Hannan, January 02, 2013  

 

“He’d always been so dismissive of employees, like we were just cattle to be put into a pen.” 

Former EchoStar Communications Communications Director Judianne Atencio, 

Bloomberg/Business Week, “Dish Network, the Meanest Company in America,” by Caleb 

Hannan, January 02, 2013  

 

“Outside of Dish, people are actually treated like adults.” 

Former DISH Network Manager - International Content Acquisition Vikas Arora, 

Bloomberg/Business Week, “Dish Network, the Meanest Company in America,” by Caleb 

Hannan, January 02, 2013 

 

“Perhaps most notoriously, there were the irate judges who officiated Dish’s recent battle with 

Cablevision/AMC after Dish terminated a 15-year deal to carry the Voom networks, a suite of 21 

little-watched HD channels such as Kung Fu HD and Film Fest HD. In the early days of the case, 

Dish was penalized for ‘bad faith’ or ‘gross negligence’ in the destruction of internal company 

emails. A visibly angry New York Supreme Court Judge Richard Lowe later threatened to 

launch an investigation unless Dish documents were turned over.” 

The Hollywood Reporter, “Dish Network's Charlie Ergen Is the Most Hated Man in Hollywood,” 

by Eriq Gardner, April 2, 2013  
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“‘Most corporations have an institutional bias against litigation and see it as necessary evil,” says 

one network insider. ‘But for Charlie, that’s how he likes to run his company. You'll never see 

him suing in his home state, though. Their name is mud in Colorado. Judges are on to them.’” 

The Hollywood Reporter, “Dish Network's Charlie Ergen Is the Most Hated Man in Hollywood,” 

by Eriq Gardner, April 2, 2013  

 

“‘The modus operandi is yelling there, and it takes a toll,’ says  Roehrig, adding that she still 

stays in touch with many in Dish's middle management who refuse to ascend to the company's 

executive ranks because of the emotional turmoil that it brings. ‘We've all been in the line of 

Charlie's ranting.’” 

Former DISH senior executive Barbara Roehrig 

The Hollywood Reporter, “Dish Network's Charlie Ergen Is the Most Hated Man in Hollywood,” 

by Eriq Gardner, April 2, 2013  

 

One field-service specialist tells THR, "In my office, you are not even allowed to use the 

restroom in the mornings before leaving on your route or in the evenings until you're off the 

clock." 

The Hollywood Reporter, “Dish Network's Charlie Ergen Is the Most Hated Man in Hollywood,” 

by Eriq Gardner, April 2, 2013  

 

“We have vigorously enforced the Do Not Call rules and will continue to do so to protect 

consumers' right to be left alone in the privacy of their own homes. It is particularly 

disappointing when a well-established, nationally known company – which ought to know better 

– appears to have flagrantly and illegally made millions of invasive calls to Americans who 

specifically told DISH Network to leave them alone.” 

Federal Trade Commision Chairman Jon Leibowitz, FTC lawsuit against DISH Network for 

allegedly violating National Do Not Call Registry, August 23, 2012 

 

“Lowe said EchoStar acted in bad faith and that its failure to preserve evidence that should have 

been turned over to Voom was at least ‘grossly negligent.’ Lowe also barred EchoStar from 

calling its expert witness on damages at the trial, blaming ‘EchoStar’s last-minute finagling with 

expert reports, believing that it can play fast and loose with the rules of procedure in order to 

enhance its litigation posture.”  

Bloomberg, “EchoStar's `Egregious' Acts in Destroying E-Mail Threaten Court Defense,” By 

Bob Van Voris, November 24, 2010 

 

“Essentially, subscribers are paying for the cost of receiving Fox programming when they are 

not, and DISH Network is being unjustly enriched by engaging in this unfair practice.” 

Missouri Attorney General Chris Koster, letter to DISH Network, October 20, 2010 
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